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THE INFLUENCE OF THE DOMINICANS OF POLISH PROVINCE OF THE ORDER 

ON THE REFORM OF THE CHURCH IN THE LATE 14TH AND IN THE15TH CENTURY.
 

The end of the 14th and the 15th century is a period of a deep crisis of the 
Catholic Church on every level of its functioning. One of its results is a discussion 
on the reform in capite at in membris followed by specific actions taken by both 
single people and institutions. Among them was dominican friars. Not only in the 
last decade of the 14th century they undertook a reform of their own Order but 

also single friars were involved in the reform of the Church. Some of their actions 
were limited to the local communities, others influenced the whole Order of 

Preachers as well as the Universal Church. Some of those reformers belonged to 
the Polish Province of the Order. 

In paper I would like to focuse on those whose works were known outside Poland 
influencing to the shape and directions of the reform movement 

in the Universal Church.
 

Biographical note: 
 

Anna Zajchowska-Bołtromiuk – a profesor at the Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski 
University in Warsaw. Her reserach is focused on the history of the Church in the 

late Middle Ages, in particular the sermons, hagiography and intelectual 
formation of the mendicant friars. She is the author of dozens of articles and two 
books. She participated in many research projects both Polish and international. 
She is currently working on a critical edition of De formatione et reformatione 

Ordinis Fratrum Praedicatorum of Henry Bitterfeld
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THE WOMAN IN THE SERMONS OF SAINT BERNARDINO OF SIENA

 
St Bernardine of Siena (1380-1444) is considered one of the most outstanding preachers of 

fifteenth-century Italy. This Franciscan, who called for penance, conversion, and the 
struggle with one's own weaknesses, gave the faithful who listened to him the best example 

to follow. Such large crowds of both women and men came to listen to his teachings that 
the churches of the time turned out to be too small to accommodate them. In order to reach 
all those who came to listen to him, Bernardine often preached his sermons in town squares 

and meadows. In his teaching, in addition to strictly theological issues, he also dealt with 
usury, gambling, magic, adultery, etc. From his sermons we learn about the problems faced 
by the inhabitants of Italy at that time. Bernardine must also have seen deficiencies in the 
upbringing of both women and men, because in his sermons he repeatedly pointed out how 

they should behave, which attitudes were allowed, and which should be avoided. He directed 
much of his teaching to women. He addressed girls of marriageable age, married women, 
and widows separately. He spoke to them in clear terms about their duties to God, family, 

and society. He taught them how they should behave, what virtues they should possess, and 
what vices they to fight in order to enjoy the recognition and esteem of their families and 

the local community in which they lived.
 

Biographical note:
 

Dr. Anna Głusiuk, a graduate of the Salesian University in Rome. In 2011 she obtained her 
doctoral degree (the dissertation title: Vita Cristinae monalis prope monasterium S. Albani: 
editio cum adiectis commentariis criticis et ad auctoris vitae descriptionem pertinentibus). 
Since 2012 she has been assistant professor at the Institute of History, Faculty of Historical 
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PERCEPTION AND AUTO-PERCEPTION OF NOBILITY IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF
KINGDOM OF HUNGARY-CROATIA DURING ANTI-OTTOMAN DEFENSE IN LATE 15TH 

AND EARLY 16TH CENTURY
 

The paper will try to show, using several examples, how life in the parts of the Kingdom of 
Hungary-Croatia south of the Drava river, which bordered the area under the rule of the 

Ottomans or, at least, were exposed to their frequent attacks, and the role that the nobility of 
those regions consequently played in the defense of the Kingdom of Hungary-Croatia, affected 

identity of that nobility and their self-perception, but also that how others perceived them. One 
of the most prominent fighters against the Ottomans in that period was the Bishop of 

Veszprém, Peter Berislavić, by origin a nobleman from Trogir, who, after being appointed first as 
governor and then as ban of Croatia, Dalmatia and Slavonia, tried to organize an effective anti- 

Ottoman defense, but also directly participated in the battles. In the paper, through the 
analysis of his actions, his relations with internal and external factors (especially the Pope), it 
will be shown how Peter himself perceived his position and role, but also how others perceived 

him. In addition to Peter, I'll also deal with the members of the Berislavić Grabarski family, 
originating from the Borić Ban kindred from the Požega county, who also held important 

positions in the Kingdom of Hungary-Croatia. Bartholomew was the prior of Vrana, Francis the 
ban of Jajce, and John the ban of Srebrenik and the Serbian despot. Through the available 

sources, I'll try to shed light on their perception of the role they played, as well as the ways 
others perceived them. By his appointment as the Serbian despot, John also faced the issue of 

his acceptance by the Serbs, who, unlike him who was a Catholic, were of the Orthodox faith, and 
his attitude towards the Orthodox Church. Using the example of the members of the Berislavić 

Grabarski family, the importance of noblewomen in society will be pointed out, especially in the 
transfer of property, reputation and position, as well as the way in which their role was 

perceived. At the end, I'll look at the representation of the nobility from the regions south of 
the Drava river and its role in the anti-Ottoman wars in narrative sources, for example in the 
works of Louis Crijević Tuberon Commentarii de temporibus suis and Franciscan John Tomašić 

Chronicom breve Regni Croatiae.
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Catholic University (since 2017). She is an external collaborator of the Institute of 
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a researcher on the internal project of Croatian Institute of History Sources for the history 
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in a number of scholarly conferences in Croatia and abroad, and published a greater number 

of scholarly articles and books Plemićki rod Borića bana (The Noble Kindred of Borić Ban) 
(Slavonski Brod, 2013) and, together with D. Karbić, The Laws and Customs of Medieval 

Croatia and Slavonia: A Guide to the Extant Sources (London, 2013).
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WAR LITURGY AND CRUSADING IDEOLOGY IN EARLY PRINTED LITURGICAL BOOKS 

FROM PŁOCK AND ZAGREB DIOCESES
 

The aim of the presented paper is to examine two early printed liturgical books: Missale 
Plocense 1520 and Missale Zagrebiense 1511. In a frame of comparative approach, main 

characteristics and specific features of both missals will be researched. Research is conducted 
from a perspective of a war liturgy, defined as texts that refer to military struggles, mainly in 
defence of the Church and Christian societies. The texts from the both early printed missals are 

to be put in a wider context of Ottoman expansion in Central Europe which contributed to 
transformations in a crusading ideology. As Cecilia Gaposhkin recently examined, waging war in
defense from Ottomans and their dependents was conceptualized as holy war, holding similar 

status as medieval crusades to the Holy Land. 
Both Płock (historical centre of Mazovia region in central Poland) and Zagreb were become 
a bishoprics in the second half of XIth century, and were situated at the frontiers of Latin 

Christendom. Both Płock and Zagreb bishops, Erazm Ciołek and Luka Baratin respectively, at the 
beginning of XVI century made a decision to print liturgical books, which was not unusual 

among catholic bishops in Europe but still challenging and risky enterpise. Importantly, pre- 
tridentine printed liturgical books expressed regional cultural and political identity, as Natalia 

Nowakowska examined (Nowakowska, From Strassburg to Trent, Past and Present), and from this 
point of view this kind of evidence offer unique insight into self-perception 

of particular communities. 
It is argued that first missals from Płock and Zagreb are unique in comparison to other printed 
liturgical books from Central Europe. Both missals contain various texts of war liturgy, more 

elaborated than in other regions. From the other hand, whilst missal from Płock is closely 
similar to earlier Cracow missals and expresses the same elements of cultural identity, Luka 

Baratin’s missal seems to be a unique liturgical expression of a Zagreb rite and Croatian 
identity. Liturgical texts deriving from the crusading ideology contributed through liturgy to 

a collective memory, local identity and self-perception in a trouble years of the crisis caused by 
the Ottoman advance.
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by Polish National Science Centre). His recent publications contain: Printing, Liturgy and Crusade 
in Early Modern Mazovia: Contra Turcos Mass in the First Printed Missal in 1520 of the Diocese 

of Płock (accepted in: Revue d’histoire ecclesiastique for 2024); Constantine, Helena and 
Heraclius in the Latin Kingdom Jerusalem, Journal of Ecclesiastical History 72 (1)/ 2021, p. 18-35; 
Palm Sunday and Easter 1118 in the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem: sacred topography, liturgical 

celebrations, and a dynastic crisis, in: Political Liturgies in the High Middle Ages, red. P. Figurski, 
P. Byttebier, J. Dale, Brepols, 2021, p. 193-211.
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THE LATE MEDIEVAL ZAGREB COUNTY AS THE PART OF ANTEMURALE 
CHRISTIANITATIS. THE CASE STUDY OF ZRIN ESTATE

 
Although the Ottoman raids onto the parts of Medieval Slavonia, that is today Central Croatia, 
started as early as beginning of 15th century, it was not before the fall of Medieval Kingdom of 
Bosnia in Ottoman hands in 1463, that Ottoman raiders started to continuously plunder areas of 
medieval Croatia and Slavonia. It was exactly in the middle of 15th century that Croatian lands 
started to be presented and perceived as Antemurale Christianitatis, i.e. within the concept of 

frontier states of Western Christendom, which was conceived mainly to denote a defensive belt 
towards the non-Christian peoples in the East. Many of important anti-Ottoman defensive 

strongholds existed in those times on the areas of late medieval Zagreb County, especially on 
the Zrin estate. So, it is not strange that in his letter from March 1540 addressed to queen Anne 
of Hapsburg, Count John Zrinski notified her about the news he received that the Ottomans were 
planning to raid his estate, and in it Count Zrinski described his fortifications on his Zrin estate 
by using words: …ipsa castra mea tanquam clypeus et propugnacula a parte Thurcarum regno 
Croatie…. Due to the continuous rivalries among the most prominent magnates of Kingdom of 

Hungary-Croatia, ever since young Louis II stepped to the throne in 1516, the royal power started 
to diminish. The first and most damaging symptom was a breakdown of royal finances. It 

became more and more complicated to collect the most important source of royal revenue - the 
one-florin tax called “subsidy”. The royal treasury was not able to provide necessary means 

leaving frontier commanders to resolve the problem of financing their troop. Hence, the 
organization of defense of local areas became the mostly obligations and necessity of local 
feudal lords. This was especially case in the areas south of river Drava that is in medieval 

Croatia and Slavonia. As soon as the late 15th century yonder feudal lords started to organize 
rather elaborated “defensive systems” on their estates consisted of smaller and bigger 

strongholds strategically spaced around their lands. Such was the case of late medieval Zrin 
estate as well. Therefore, in this paper “defensive systems” of Zrin estate in late 15th and first 

half of 16th century (the case study) will be presented by detected number, typology, and 
fortification features of yonder strongholds. Even more, their strategic positions as well as 

defense potential of each fortification will be discussed
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History, vol. 17, no. 1 (2021); „Lech’s Supposed Origins in Croatia: Regarding the Identification of 
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century (London - New York: Routledge, 2016), “The Travels of John Babonić: The Mobility of 
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BENEDICT VINKOVIĆ, BISHOP OF ZAGREB, IN DISTRESS OF BEING ANTEMURALE 
CHRISTIANITATIS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 17TH CENTURY

 
The diocese of Zagreb, as the only diocese of the Kingdom of Slavonia, had an important 
political role in the Habsburg Monarchy. For the Croats, it was the main diocese around 
which the Croatian Estates gathered. Research into the historical role of Zagreb bishop 
Benedikt Vinković (1637 – 1642) perhaps best explains the position of Croatia in the first 
half of the 17th century through the fate of one person. The fate of Bishop Vinković, his 

ecclesiastical and political activities reveal all the problems of shaping Christian identity,
perception and self-perception of Croats at that time. The study of this topic is 

undoubtedly important for Croatian national history, but also for understanding the 
policy of the Holy See, Habsburg Monarchy, Hungarian Estates and Hungarian Episcopate 
towards the territory of Kingdoms of Croatia and Slavonia. In a way through the prism of 

this case study one can have a better understanding of the situation in South-East 
Europe, which is important in a wider European context.

As a result of the Ottoman conquests during the 16th century, the Diocese of Zagreb was 
reduced to half of its territory. Moreover, its power was greatly reduced by the constant 
war expenses for defence against the Ottoman rule, and then by other problems such as 
the settlement of Orthodox Vlachs who did not want to submit to the authority of the 

Bishop of Zagreb. By persistently defending his position in relation to the emperor, 
Hungarian Estates, Hungarian Episcopate and the pope, Bishop Vinković managed to lay 
the foundations for strengthening of his Diocese that could be seen in later decades and 
centuries - to a certain extent until it was declared an archdiocese in 1852. Thus, with his 
actions, Bishop Vinković successfully defended the endangered position of the Catholic 

Church in the Kingdoms of Slavonia and Croatia in relation to increasingly strong 
Protestant and Orthodox demands. Equally important, he also strengthened the position 

of the Croats in the Habsburg Monarchy and their self-perception as a nation.
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CROATIAN VOLUNTEERS IN THE POLISH-RUSSIAN PARTISAN WAR OF 1863-1864

 
There is already scientific literature on the reception of the January Uprising by 
the Croatian public, as well as the cooperation of the West Slavs with the South 

Slavs during this period.
However, there are no attempts to describe the participation of Croats in military 

operations in the territories covered by the Polish national liberation uprising.
In the paper, this issue will be presented from the perspective of:

- head of the partisan unit in Northern Mazovia / in the Płock Voivodship 
(Piotr / Petar Schmeiss)

 - company commander in the insurrection party of Karol Kalita, operating in the 
Świętokrzyskie region (Grzegorz/Grgur Saint Zegga)

- an anonymous participant in Teofil Łapiński's sea expedition from London 
to Palanga
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AS A DEFENDER OF POLISH CHRISTIAN IDENTITY 

IN THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF POLAND
 

The Catholic Church has played a very important role in Poland over the centuries. He had a 
significant impact on shaping the national identity and value system of Poles. This did not change 
during the communist rule in Poland (1944-1989). Despite the intensive anti-church activities of the 

authorities of the People's Republic of Poland, the clergy not only retained their social authority, but 
their role even increased. In my paper, I will present the most important activities of the Church 
related to the protection of Polish national identity during the communist rule. I will also pay 

attention to the role of the most important Polish bishops, with particular emphasis on Cardinal 
Stefan Wyszński. I will describe the influence of the Church on social attitudes that are opposed to 
communists and consider how effectively the Church shaped the young generation in the period of 

the People's Republic of Poland.
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ON THE CROSSROADS OF FAITH: CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SERBIAN ORTHODOX 
CHURCH IN THE KINGDOM OF SERBS, CROATS AND SLOVENES/ YUGOSLAVIA 

THROUGH THE EYES OF US MINISTERS AND CONSULS IN BELGRADE AND ZAGREB
 

The primary mission of US diplomatic missions in the Kingdom of SHS/Yugoslavia throughout 
the interwar period was to serve more as observation points than as active representatives of 
American interests in the country. Thus, the duties of US ministers and consuls were limited 
exclusively to the collection and processing of data on various aspects of life in Yugoslavia. 

Data on religious life, that is, the activities of various religious communities and 
organizations/churches, were therefore often mentioned and analyzed on the pages of 

dispatches and reports compiled by US ministers in Belgrade and consuls in Zagreb. They are 
available primarily among the documents of the National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA), Record Group (RG) 84, Records of Foreign Service Posts, Diplomatic Posts, Yugoslavia. 

 
The most attention in dispatches and reports was devoted to the Serbian Orthodox Church as 

a kind of state church of the Kingdom and to the Catholic Church, which at the same time 
represented the vast majority of Croats and Slovenes. Thus, by observing the activities of the 
two church organizations, the representatives of the United States were able to analyze the 

relations between the national groups that the churches represent. In other words, the 
relations between the two religious groups reflected the position of three groups - Croats and 

Slovenes as Catholics, but in this respect primarily Croats, and Serbs as members of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church. Since they were neither Orthodox nor Catholic themselves, the American 

ministers in Belgrade were able to approach both communities and their religious and political 
leaders honestly and without prejudice. For example, the American minister in Belgrade and 

Episcopalian by faith John Dyneley Prince, upon his arrival in Belgrade in the mid-1920s, 
advocated the idea of close Orthodox-Anglican (Episcopalian) cooperation or even union. In 
addition to the presented facts, the reports and dispatches of US diplomats often contain 

critical remarks on the behavior and attitudes of both communities, specifically their leaders. 
However, it is more than an impression that they viewed the Serbian Orthodox Church as an 

organization primarily focused on achieving Serbian national interests and Serbian dominance 
in the Kingdom by all possible means.
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